
The East Penn Township Board of Supervisors conducted their August 3, 2020 regular meeting at the East Penn Township Community Center. Chairman William G. Schwab called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Roll Call:
	Supervisors Present
	Chairman William G. Schwab

Alice I. Berger
Gary Kuehner 

Dennis L. Pearson

John M. Strockoz

	Supervisors Absent
	None

	Other Township Officials Present
	Township Manager/Secretary Jillyan A. Sterling
Treasurer William J. Donovan 


ANNOUNCE TO PUBLIC:

*NO CONTACT Electronic Recycling event for Township residents will be held at the municipal building on Saturday, August 22 from 9 am – 12 noon. Flyers are available on the table. 

PUBLIC HEARING:

Ordinance #2020-01- Open hearing at 6:30 p.m. to accept comments regarding Ordinance #2020-01 which is: “Amendment to all previous township ordinances and resolutions affecting the amounts charged by the township for the issuance of any permits.”       BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of the Township of East Penn, Carbon County, Pennsylvania (hereinafter, the “Township”), that all previous Township ordinances and resolutions which allow for the Township to collect fees for the issuance of permits and land use/subdivision fees shall be amended to include the following language:

      In addition to the scheduled costs and fees for the issuance of any permits contained in this ordinance, the costs and fees for the issuance of any permit by the Township shall also include the outstanding balance(s) of all liabilities owed to the Township by the requester(s) and/or the landowner(s), including but not limited to fines, civil penalties, past due sewer bills, land use/subdivision charges and or/or past-due permit fees. 

    The intent of this ordinance is to ensure that Township resources are adequately funded to provide necessary and appropriate services to Township residents by properly placing the responsibility for the satisfaction of outstanding liabilities upon the corresponding requester(s) and/or landowner(s).

PUBLIC COMMENT: None
Hearing closed at 6:32 p.m. 
COURTESY of the FLOOR:  

Dale Miller: 349 E. Lizard Creek Rd.- “Rt. 895 in Ashfield 35mph. speeding”. State Police will be notified.
Richard Achey: 865 E. Lizard Creek Rd.- “Fireworks from neighbor because physical harm to my right ear in my yard & truck.” The Township will look into it.
Harvey Keiper: West Bowmanstown- “2105 Troxell & Son Everything.” The Township will check if Mr. Troxell has a junk license. 
Bob Kleintop: No address given- “Parking at Boat Launch.” Barrels will be placed in the parking area to hopefully deter parking in the middle so emergency vehicles can access the boat ramp if needed. 
APPROVALS:

	1
	Minutes-
	Motion made by Alice I. Berger seconded by Gary Kuehner to approve the minutes of the July 6, 2020 Regular Meeting as presented. AIF. Motion Carried.  

	2
	Treasurer’s Report-
	Motion made by Dennis L. Pearson, seconded by Alice I. Berger to approve the Treasurer’s Report for July 1, 2020 thru July 31, 2020 as presented. AIF. Motion Carried.

	3
	Invoices for payment-
	Motion made by Dennis L. Pearson, seconded by Gary Kuehner  to approve the transfers and invoices for payment as presented. AIF. Motion Carried.
 (Schwab abstained from BRC, Pencor Hydraulics, and Times News)
Treasurer was directed to transfer funds back into the Social Hall Account for engineering charges which should have been taken from the General Fund. 


ROADS:
	4
	Road Report-

	Roadmaster Bradford reported to the Board and public that during the month of July the following work was performed:
-Eidem Rd. project completed.
-Cut shoulders on Municipal, Thomas Jefferson and Highpoint.
-Finished base work on Municipal. 
-Paved West section of Municipal. 
-Paved Municipal in between Picnic Woods and Church Hill Rd.
-Finished all base work on Thomas Jefferson. 
-Paved all of Thomas Jefferson.
-Finished all base work on Highpoint. 

-70% of Highpoint paved, will be finished in another day or two. 

	5
	Municibid Equipment-
	-Motion made by John M. Strockoz, seconded by Gary Kuehner to authorize the sale of the New Holland 6635 4x4 with bucket and forks to Boggs Township for $19,200.00. AIF. Motion Carried. 
-Motion made by John M. Strockoz, seconded by Gary Kuehner to authorize the sale of the Sweepster Rear Mounted Hydraulic Broom to Boggs Township for $3,000.00. AIF. Motion Carried.

-Motion made by John M. Strockoz, seconded by Gary Kuehner to authorize the sale of the Twose 460 Boom Mower to Boggs Township for $6,000.00. AIF. Motion Carried. 

-Motion made by John M. Strockoz, seconded by Gary Kuehner to authorize the sale of the Ford A-64 Front End Loader to Duane Schleicher for $7,100.00. AIF. Motion Carried. 

The older Sweepster rear mount broom did not receive any bids. 

	6
	ROAD ITEMS-

S. Kittatinny- 

Cunfer Rd.-

Ashfield Rd.-
	Final plans are complete as of 7/29/20. Awaiting copies. 

Final plans are complete as of 7/29/20. Awaiting copies. 

Final plans are complete as of 7/29/20. Awaiting copies.

	7
	Road Occupancy Permit-
	 No updates from Solicitor Frycklund to date- The Board previously discussed road opening permit, ordinance and resolution for fee that Mahoning Twp. uses. (Degradation Fee)


SUBDIVISIONS, LAND DEVELOPMENT, STORMWATER MANAGEMENT:
NONE
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
	8
	Updates on civil complaints: 

Berger Creek Rd. –

W. Lizard Creek Rd.-

Smithlane-

W. Bowmans Rd.-
	6/24/20 Solicitor Frycklund filed a Petition of Plaintiff for Adjudication of Civil Contempt due to failure to pay the judgment and correct outstanding violations. The hearing is scheduled for 8/27/20 at 9 AM, Court Room 3. 

Junk- Chairman Schwab confirmed visually that the issues were addressed. The remaining vehicle was removed from the property and all other violations have been addressed. 

Motion made by John M. Strockoz, seconded by Dennis L. Pearson to authorize the Solicitor to withdraw the Township’s complaint. AIF. Motion Carried. 
Junk/Cease and Desist Order- a hearing is scheduled at 1:15 pm on 8/15/2020. Defendant was to satisfy all outstanding matters by July 17, 2020. 

All issues have been addressed with an exception to a property inspection addressing the junk on the premises. If appointed the new Township ZO will perform an inspection, if not then a representative of the Township will perform one. 
No action until the Township obtains a new ZO. A new NOV was never sent to the resident as suggested at the June meeting by the Solicitor.

	9
	Synagro: Application for the Agricultural Utilization of Biosolids-
	Argument was held on November 22, 2019, 1:15 pm. The Order of Court denied Synagro’s motion to Enter Judgment. On 6/24/20 Judge Serfass denied Synagro and the Cunfer’s motion for judgment on the pleadings.

	10
	Community Center Renovation Plans-
	No new updates. 
 

	11
	Ordinance No. 2020-01
	The Chairman asked if there was any public comments before adopting the new Ordinance. There was none. 
Having considered any comments made during the Public Hearing, motion made by John M. Strockoz, seconded by Dennis L. Pearson to adopt Ordinance #2020-01 which is to take effect immediately. AIF. Motion Carried.  


NEW BUSINESS:
	12
	Zoning Officer/BCO-
	Lehigh Valley Inspection Service has resigned as our Township Zoning Officer.

Motion made by John M. Strockoz, seconded by Gary Kuehner to accept the resignation of Lehigh Valley Inspection Service effective 7/27/2020 as the Township Zoning Officer. AIF. Motion Carried.

The Township Manager will inquire with LVIS is they would like to retain their position as BCO as well as one of the Township’s inspection agencies. 

Motion made by Gary Kuehner, seconded by Dennis L. Pearson, to ratify the approval to authorize the Secretary to advertise the position of ZO, BCO and UCC Officer to have available requests of qualifications/proposals for the August 3, 2020 meeting. AIF. Motion Carried.

Proposal was received from Barry Isett for ZO and BCO services. 

They will offer the same services and hours as LVIS for the same fee. 

Motion made by Gary Kuehner, seconded by John M. Strockoz to appoint Barry Isett as Township Zoning Officer. AIF. Motion Carried. 

Hours and day of the week to be discussed with Tim Dow.  

	13
	South Kittatinny Zoning Issue-
	The Board discussed an issue raised by residents located on S. Kittatinny who’s property was determined to be zoned Industrial/Commercial but was never brought to their attention until trying to obtain financing for a new manufactured home to replace their current home. They are requesting a letter from the Township to allow them to continue using the property as they have done since the home was placed there in 1992. 
Motion made by William G. Schwab, seconded by Alice I. Berger to authorize a letter from the Township allowing the continued use of the property. AIF. Motion Carried. 

	14
	AT&T Cancellation-
	Motion made by John M. Strockoz, seconded by Gary Kuehner, to cancel the AT&T plan for both the Township Roadmaster and Park Ranger due to lack of usage. AIF. Motion Carried.

	15
	Designee for Township Depositions-
	Motion made by John M. Strockoz, seconded by Gary Kuehner to authorize Alice I. Berger as the Township designee and Robert Kleintop Jr. as the Fire Co. designee to give sworn depositions on current litigation involving the Township of East Penn. AIF. Motion Carried.

	16
	Amnesty Program for Sewer Billing-
	The Board discussed in light of the new Ordinance #2020-01 offering residents who are behind in sewer payments the opportunity to take advantage of another round of amnesty forgiveness in which we would offer customers for a limited time (TBD) who have outstanding balances of over $1,000.00 to bring their accounts current by waiving late fees and penalties accrued with the understanding that they must put down a good faith payment of 25% of their current balance and have the account paid in full within 90-days.  (Previously approved in 2018).

Motion made by Gary Kuehner, seconded by John M. Strockoz to authorize the Sewer Billing Clerk to offer the amnesty program to sewer customers who are behind over $1,000.00 in quarterly charges with the conditions that they accept the terms of the agreement as stated in the letter that will be mailed out with the 3rd Quarter bills. AIF. Motion Carried.

	17
	Waivers for Road Specifications-
	The Board discussed if the Township would have the ability to offer waivers for applicants who are building new roads to waive the current “thickness” requirements.
It was determined that this is something the Township Solicitor would have to look into since we have no procedure for it currently. 

	18
	Portland Contractors Agreement Renewal-
	Motion made by Gary Kuehner, seconded by Alice I. Berger to accept, and agree to the August 1, 2020-July 31, 2021 contract with Portland Contractors, Inc. as submitted. AIF. Motion Carried. 

Monthly rate yearly changes:                 Other charges:

2018-2019 -----$458.00             Cert. Operator $65.00/hr. (2018-2020) $68/hr. New

2019-2020 ----- $470.00           Project Mgr.    $80.00/hr. (2018-2020)  $80/hr. New

New Rate for 2020-2021 is $485.00       Labor $60.00/hr. (2018-2020) $62/hr. New

	19
	County Commissioners Request for Letter of Support-
	Motion made by Gary Kuehner, seconded by Dennis L. Pearson to send an updated letter of support for inclusion in forthcoming grant applications to finance the completion of the ongoing construction of the emergency training center. AIF. Motion Carried. 


PARKS AND RECREATION:
	 20
	Property Acquisition-
	Chairman Schwab discussed updates on acquiring the Eckhart property between Riverview and S. Kittatinny.

	21
	Temporary Dumpster-
	Pending proposal- Parks requested permission to rent an 8 CUY dumpster for the remainder of the season to be placed at Riverview and picked-up 1x per week.
Motion made by Alice I. Berger, seconded by Dennis L. Pearson to authorize the rental of an 8 CUY dumpster for Riverview Park up until October 30, 2020. AIF. Motion Carried. 

	22
	D&L Trail Grant Account Setup-
	Motion made by Alice I. Berger, seconded by Dennis L. Pearson to authorize the Township Treasurer to setup an interest-bearing account for the DCNR Grant award per the Fully Executed Grant Agreement received March 2020. AIF. Motion Carried. 




REPORTS, COMMUNICATION, MINUTES:
√- Parks Commission     No Mtg.- Planning Commission    √- Recreation Board    X- Zoning/Building     

Adjournment:  Being nothing further before the Board, motion by John M. Strockoz seconded by Gary Kuehner, to adjourn the meeting at 7:23 PM.   MOTION CARRIED, Schwab, Berger, Kuehner, Strockoz, Pearson voting yes.
Respectfully Submitted,
Jillyan A. Sterling
Township Manager/Secretary 
East Penn Township - Minutes


Board of Supervisors                                                                                              August 3, 2020 6:30 PM


Regular Meeting                                                                          East Penn Township Community Center

















Page 3 of 7         August 3, 2020  Board of Supervisors – Regular Meeting - MINUTES

